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Message of the President - Winter, 2018
Warm wishes to everyone and I hope that you had 
a wonderful Holiday Season and a great New 
Year’s. We are very much looking forward to our 
continued growth and influence in 2018.  The 
benefits that FIP-IFP delivers to its members are 
many. Advocacy for our profession is paramount. 
Educating those that regulate medicine, podiatry 
and the professions, is a very important part of 
what we do. We offer the international experience 
of how podiatry functions at all levels, to all the 
membership. Demonstrating the value of Podiatry 
and explaining how it is of value to public health 
and the communities in which we live in, allows for 
the expansion of the profession and the better-
ment of many lives. Explaining our educational 
processes, as varied as they are, but still valuable, 
as well as the research that we produce, demon-
strates the unique and needed role we play in the 
global healthcare picture. FIP-IFP is the networking 
hub for the profession worldwide, providing
educational and speaking opportunities for the 
academic, educational, research and political 
leaders of our profession.

 As we look forward to our AGM this coming May in Hong Kong, we will finalize the expansion of our
membership categories and become more inclusive while also becoming more aggressive about the recognition 
and appropriate regulation of podiatry around the world. Our ECP Committee continues to build the Common 
Training Framework for the European Union. They will meet again in February in Brussels to further this 
ground-breaking project.  We have been asked, as an association, to play a larger role in the European Wound 
Management Association (EWMA) Conference, this year being held in Krakow, Poland. We hope to enlighten 
the government and others on the important role of podiatrists within their healthcare system. 

In this issue of FootSteps you will read about our successful Board Meeting this past fall in Stockholm. You will 
also see how we are re-branding the association with our new logo and playing an increasing role in social 
media. We are also asking for those countries interested in hosting the World Congress of Podiatry in 2021, in 
Europe, to present an RFP to the delegates at our AGM in Hong Kong this May.

Take time to enjoy this issue of Footsteps, as it includes much useful information. I also would like to take this 
opportunity to again remind all of you about the next FIP World Congress of Podiatry. It will be October
31-November 2, 2019 in Cancun, Mexico.

President  Matt Garoufalis
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2018 Annual General Meeting in Hong Kong
SAVE THE DATE 18 – 20 MAY 2018

Practical Information

The FIP-IFP Annual General Meeting and all the other meetings 
will take place at The Harbourview Hotel (Address: 4 Harbour 
Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong).

There is a room block reservation for the FIP-IFP delegates 
attending the AGM. The negotiated rates are from the period 17 
May – 20 May (+ 2 days pre-and post AGM). If you wish to take 
advantage of the negotiated room rate, go to the FIP-IFP website, 
and you will find all the necessary information:
http://www.fip-ifp.org/governance/2018agm.

The FIP-IFP Board invites you to attend the 2018 FIP-IFP Annual General Meeting in Hong Kong 
from 18 to 20 May 2018. This year AGM will be hosted by the International Podiatrists
Association of Hong Kong.

Optional tours 

Discover the richness of the history of Hong Kong and enjoy a 
break before the Annual General Meeting. Heidi Corcoran, the 
FIP-IFP delegate from IPAHK, invites you to have a look at the 
optional tours and book your journey upfront. Read more here 
about the IPAHK Hong Kong Tours.

As we know, discovering a new culture is more fun together. 
Therefor IPAHK has organised some special tours packages for 
FIP-IFP delegates.

 If you wish to participate, please fill in the document and follow the instructions International Podiatrists 
Association of Hong Kong 2018 Tour Registration Form on the FIP-IFP website.

Special FIP-IFP HONG KONG ISLAND TOUR : Departure time Tuesday 15th May 2018 at 2:00pm

Special FIP-IFP NEW LANTAU ISLAND MONASTERY TOUR: Departure time : Wednesday 16th May 2018 and 
Thursday 17th May at 8:30am.

Special information
Attending the 2018 Annual General Meeting 
The official registration for the 2018 FIP-IFP AGM will be launched together with the call for the
meeting beginning of March 2018. As decided at the last AGM, no delegate fee will be requested to 
attend the meeting. Two delegates from each association are invited to attend the meeting. Meeting 
rooms, food and beverages and translation (only for the formal AGM) will be provided by the
organisation from Friday 18 May 2018 (10:00am) to Sunday 20 May 2018 (11:30am). The
accommodation and optional tours will be covered by the delegates.
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2018 AGM – the planning

Cont....

ECP open Committee meeting

ECP open Committee meeting on Friday 18 May 2018 is open for all the FIP-IFP members. The committee 
members will give an overview of the work achieved in 2017-2018 and present the planning for the next
working year. 

The Common Training Framework will be discussed as well as the recent developments about podiatry and 
health on the European scene.

Delegate session on leadership and membership

After lunch on the 18th all the members are welcome to join the delegate session. This session of general 
information will talk about leadership. The leaders of the non-profit sector share common characteristics.
They have an overall vision that attracts people. They are effective communicators. They create a climate of 
trust. What other strengths do boards look for at these leaders? And how to find good leaders among your 
association? These are the questions we’ll formulate an answer and give you some practical advise on.
Associations share three universal advocacy goals: to make the organization more influential, to put it on the 
map and to secure a place for it at the dialogue table. Advocacy efforts may target the government or another 
audience. But how do you create good advocacy with your association? And what can of impact would you like 
to have? Join the delegate session and get practical tips to strengthen your association.

Call for nominations
The European Council of Podiatrists is the FIP-IFP Committee that works for the benefit of the
profession in Europe with regard to the recognition of professional training, skills and competencies 
within the European countries. The committee will be partly renewed after the 2018 FIP-IFP AGM, a 
call for nomination will be launched at the Annual General Meeting.

AGM Friday 18th May 2018

AGM Saturday 19th May 2018

AGM Sunday 20th May 2018

10:00am - noon ECP open Committee meeting  The Harbourview Hotel

Noon Lunch  The Harbourview Hotel

2:00pm - 5:30pm Delegate session The Harbourview Hotel

10:00am - 4:00pm FIP-IFP AGM + Working lunch The Harbourview Hotel

-

9:30 - 11:30 am Symposium on the Podiatry
Professional Development
in Hong Kong

The Harbourview Hotel

7:30pm Outgoing Presidents’ Dinner Hosted evening by the
FIP-IFP President

7:00pm - 7:30pm Arrivals at restaurant
(own transportation)
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Do you wish to host the 2019 FIP-IFP Annual General Meeting?
Contact the Executive Director for more information

director@fip-ifp.org.

No later than one month before the AGM (18 April 2018) the Candidate Forms must be submitted to the
Executive Director.  The forms will be made available together with the meeting call for the AGM.

The candidates for the open Board positions will be published within one week after the deadline for
submission.

The FIP-IFP Board Election

Since the 2017 the elections of the board follow an election calendar, The open Board positions will be notified 
with the meeting call for the AGM. You can find the procedure on page 3 of the FIP-IFP bylaws.

At the 2017 following positions are open for elections:

- FIP-IFP President for the period 2018-2020

- FIP-IFP Vice-President for the period 2018-2020

- FIP-IFP Board Member at large for the period 2018-2020

- FIP-IFP Secretary-General for the period 2018-2019 due to the 1year renewal of the former Secretary-General  
  at the 2017 AGM

Call for proposal
Do you have an interesting story to share or would you like to contribute to the delegate session? 
Send an email to Caroline director@fip-ifp.org and share your idea.
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 2021 World congress of podiatry : Request for proposal

At the 2019 FIP-IFP Annual General Meeting the members will decide the location for the 2021 FIP World 
Congress of podiatry. Based on the rotation principle of the World Congress, the 2021 event will take place in 
Europe. 

A request for proposal is available on simple demand. These are the main elements for the proposal.

The FIP-IFP member association applies to host the World Congress. The FIP-IFP is responsible for the
organisation of the event and works with an internal Professional Congress Organiser. A person from the FIP-IFP 
member association is appointed to be the member of the organisational committee (working language is 
English, good command of English is paramount).

Main elements of the request for proposal:

  Spring May-June is primary choice or October-November
  800 persons event location
  Exhibition space for +/- 100 exhibitors
  Central meeting area, 1 keynote speaker room and multiple workshop rooms
  30% of profit and loss collaboration of the FIP-IFP member association
  Dedicate a person to be member of the scientific committee
  No regional/national meeting in a period of 12 months before the FIP-IFP World Congress

The request for proposal will integrate specific information on the organisation of the event and an
engagement letter of the FIP-IFP member association engagement.

Call for proposal 2021 World Congress

Do you wish to host the 
next FIP World Congress 
in Europe? Propose your 

candidacy for 2021 at 
the next AGM.
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The European Council of Podiatrists
The European Council of Podiatrists (ECP) is a committee of the FIP-IFP that is responsible for promoting the 
interests and general awareness of the podiatry profession to the European Commission, Parliament, and 
Council.

It provides a forum for podiatry organizations to discuss issues and establish policies relating to proposals and 
EU Directives that may affect the education and practice of the European podiatrist.

At the 2017 FIP-IFP Annual Meeting, Dr. Carles Salas Verges from Spain received the trust from his peers to 
chair the ECP committee. Dr. Verges joint the ECP committee in 2016 and has made a tremendous move 
forward in the development of an active committee. The development of a Common Training Framework in 
Podiatry stays at top of the agenda for the ECP.

Apart from the work on the Common 
Training Framework, there will be an 
information session on podiatry in 
Europe, a workshop on advocacy in 
Europe and the current information on 
some important dossiers that are 
happening in Europe. Register for the 
workshop on 16 February 2018 in 
Brussels http://www.fip-ifp.org/ecp/ctf/. 
A participation fee of 40€ per person
will be asked (invoice will be send after 
registration).

Read more about the ECP in the
newsletters of this autumn:

http://www.fip-ifp.org/ecp-newsletter.

Since 2017, the European Council of 
Podiatrists organizes a yearly meeting 
for all European Members of the 
FIP-IFP to inform them about the 
current affairs at stake in Europe at 
mid-term between AGM’s. The ECP 
committee has already worked hard to 
produce a framework for the CTF. It is 
utmost important all the European 
FIP-IFP members stay on good track 
with the progression made but also 
give input and feedback on the 
preparatory work already achieved.
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The Fall Board Meeting with the Nordic countries

The Nordic countries form an important area for the FIP-IFP 
and it is the determination of the FIP-IFP Board to support 
regional networks. Collaboration is essential if we want to 
advance podiatry in the world and regional partnerships are 
key in this process. The FIP-IFP is a fantastic worldwide family 
and we can all learn so much from each other. This meeting 
gave the
opportunity to all the Nordic associations from the FIP-IFP to 
get to know each other and the FIP-IFP better and to look at 
areas of common interest to further collaborate.

All representatives present were pleased by this initiative of 
the FIP-IFP and will continue to cooperate in the future.

This year fall Board meeting took 
place in Stockholm. The board 
was pleased the five Nordic 
countries joined the meeting on 
the 26th of October. On the 
agenda was of course the 
Common Training Framework on 
Podiatry of the European Council 
of Podiatrists, how to further 
support regional alignment in 
podiatry, the participation at 
EWMA 2019 in Gothenburg and 
the involvement of the FIP-IFP 
Nordic countries in events on 
Podiatry in the region. 

Share your events on your respective calendars online

Offer a special FIP-IFP member rate at your national yearly Congress

Invite the Board of the neighbouring association to your Annual General Meeting

Link your associations on your respective websites

Publish practical information on working abroad on respective websites

Some tips for better collaboration for neighbouring associations
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The message from the
Executive Director

The IRC will suggest these criteria to the FIP-IFP Board and the Articles of Association Committee so they can be 
voted upon at the 2018 AGM. The Academy is now also fully operational. The Academy will start to work on 
the scientific program of the 2019 World Congress. The World Foot Health Awareness Committee is eager to 
receive the good advice from the students of the Thomas More College in Mechelen, Belgium on the new 
direction of International Podiatry Day will take. This will be presented at the 2018 Annual General Meeting to 
all the members. And last but not least, the European Council of Podiatrists is very active in promoting the 
interests of the member associations on the European scene. With the upcoming Workshops on the Common 
Training Framework in Brussels the ECP will do their best to inform all member associations on the
advancements they have made and involve everybody on the next stages.

Together with the FIP-IFP board I have been working on our corporate development strategy, the promotion of 
the 2019 World Congress of Podiatry and the further strengthening of our strategic alliances with D-Foot 
International, the European Wound Management Association and The International Diabetes Federation. Our 
meeting with the Nordic Countries in October was indeed a great success and it encourages me to further work 
on better collaboration between the member association as I’m convinced this is the key to achieve our FIP-IFP 
mission. 

These are exciting times for the association and we encourage all members to take advantage of the many 
benefits the FIP-IFP offers. Let us know how we can best serve you!

Happy New Year! The start of a new calendar year seems like 
an obvious time to talk about new beginnings. I'm sure some 
of you have a New Year's resolution or two! Since our FIP-IFP 
AGM splits the calendar year in two, January is really the start 
of the second half of our FIP-IFP year. Instead of talking about 
new things to start, I would like to focus on those initiatives 
that are already happening. Indeed, the second half of 2017 
was a busy period for the Board members and the FIP-IFP 
committees. 

Since almost all committees now have their terms of
reference included in the FIP-IFP Bylaws (the ECP will have 
theirs included during the 2018 AGM), the real work has 
started. The International Recruitment Committee under 
strong leadership of David Dunning (SOCAP) is working on
the new membership criteria. It demands a lot of good 
thinking to formulate criteria that are inclusive though reflect 
the direction the FIP-IFP wants to move towards.

Amazing things happen all the time.
Let’s foster them
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Mark Your Calendar

APMA Delegate Meeting

Washington DC, USA

16-19 March 2018 

European Society for Vascular
Medicine Congress

Prague, Czech Republic

18-20 March 2018

Events 2018
Mark the dates to ensure you

 don't miss these amazing
opportunities

February 2018

March 2018

May 2018

October2018

April 2018

July 2018

November 2018

Annual General Meeting Sweden

Gothenburg, Sweden

12-14 April 2018

The 49th National Congress

Santiago de Compostela, Spain

5-6 October 2018

FIP-IFP 2018 AGM

Hong Kong

18-20 May 2018The National, APMA meeting

Washington DC, USA

12-15 July 2018

3rd Nordic Diabetic Foot Symposium

Helsinki, Finland

6-7 November 2018

43th National Meeting of Podiatry

Paris, France

16-17 November 2018

College of Podiatry

Bournemouth, UK

22-24 November 2018

EWMA Congress

Krakow, Poland

9-11 May 2018

ECP Meeting + FIP-IFP members

Brussels, Belgium

16-17 February 2018
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Cont....

SPAIN: CONSEJO GENERAL DE COLEGIOS OFICIALES
DE PODÓLOGOS

FIP-IFP Country Update

Spanish podiatrists demand to be able to work as vocational training teachers.

The Consejo General de Colegios Oficiales de Podólogos of Spain has asked the Ministry of Education for 
podiatrists to work as vocational training teachers in Certificates of Professionalism. The Consejo de Podólogos 
of Spain, which represents 7,200 podiatrists in Spain, considers that podiatrists are suffering discrimination 
when compared to other health professions. At the moment, Podiatrists cannot access to job offers for
courses in health specialties, which prevents them from work as vocational training teachers.

For the president of the Consejo de Podólogos, José García Mostazo, "there is a discrimination when excluding 
the University Degree in Podiatry within the professionals who can access to vocational training teachers 
vacancies although the Podiatry Studies Plan in Spain accredits us for it". Podiatrists in Spain are skilled and 
very qualified professionals to provide teaching in podiatry related subjects. 



Cont....
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FIP-IFP Country Update

We are happy to announce that the first BSc (Hons) Podiatry course commenced October 2017 in Athens. The 
degree is awarded by the Queen Margaret University. This takes place at the Metropolitan College’s Podiatry 
Clinic under the supervision of experienced podiatrists. There has been an enrolment of 18 students for the 1st 
academic year and are expected to complete a 4-year course which includes contemporary modules and at 
least of 1000 hours of clinical placements in health settings both public and private sectors. The aim of the 
course is to develop podiatrists who are patient focused practitioners with excellent clinical practice, ethics and 
actively engaged with their continual professional development. 
 
Furthermore, the board of the Hellenic Association of Podiatrists and Podologists hosted its 2nd successful 
conference in Athens which took place on the 7-8th of October 2017. The organizing committee prepared a 
two-day scientific program of high quality presentations and workshops with distinguished and renowned 
speakers from all over the world. A wide range of health care professionals attended the conference to focus 
and discuss on the latest developments of our profession based on reliable scientific updates. This year’s topic 
was the introduction of ultrasound to podiatry.

We would like to invite you and actively participate in our 3rd podiatry conference as your presence will  make 
a significant contribution to its success. Watch this space for the next year’s date.

The Australasian College of Podiatric Surgeons (ACPS) is committed to the advancement of knowledge in
podiatric surgery and to upholding the highest standards in foot and ankle (surgical and related) care by
podiatric surgeons in the community.

The ACPS continues to advocate for podiatric surgeons and provide an accredited pathway to specialist
registration as a podiatric surgeon.

The college had a successful Annual General Meeting in August 2017 and implemented its 5 year strategic plan. 
New trainees have enrolled in the training pathway and the ACPS nationwide seminar “All about the Ankle” was 
well attended by many podiatrists and health practitioners. 

In 2018 the ACPS will be celebrating 40 years as an organisation in Australia with a celebratory function in 
Melbourne planned for August 2018. Activities of the ACPS can also be followed on social media :
www.facebook.com/podiatricsurgeons/.

The international organisation of the FIP-IFP and nordic representants met in Stockholm the 26th October to 
among other things discuss the level of education of the FIP-IFP member Associations.

A bachelor degree will be the requirement for new member association that want to join and the FIP-IFP will 
support the countries that don´t have this level to start working on reaching it. That is the case for Sweden, 
Norway, Denmark and Iceland. Finland already offers two bachelors level education. The meeting was also in 
Stockholm to wake up the collaboration between the Nordic countries. Everybody was happy to be in
Stockholm and this renewed collaboration initiatives were very much appreciated. 

GREECE - HELLENIC ASSOCIATION OF PODIATRY AND
PODOLOGY

AUSTRALIA - AUSTRALASIAN COLLEGE OF PODIATRIC
SURGEONS 

SWEDEN - SVERIGES FOTTERAPEUTER



FIP-IFP Country Update
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FRANCE - FÉDÉRATION NATIONALE DES PODOLOGUES 

Best wishes to all FIP-IFP association members and members of the Executive Committee. The FNP has worked 
towards the fact that in 2018, the podiatry diagnosis of the elderly person will be covered by the health 
insurance and that orthopedic diseases are reimbursed as part of the prevention of diabetic foot care.



FIP-IFP Country Update

Cont....
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GERMANY - VERBAND DEUTSCHER PODOLOGEN VDP E.V.

BELGIUM - BELGIAN ASSOCIATION OF PODIATRISTS

2017 has been busy for us with health insurance company and political negotiations concerning the value of 
our work and our profession. In January 2018 we will start the new year with our congress "QualitaetsKonfer-
enz" in Stuttgart at the fair TheraPro.

In May 2017 we were honoured to host our friends of the FIP-IFP family in Germany which we all very much 
enjoyed.We would like to thank everybody in the FIP-IFP for the involvement and for all the work that is done 
for our profession. 

The German podiatrists wish you all a happy new year 2018.

Last October took place our very successful national Podiatry Conference concerning the Nail which was 
attended by almost 400 participants. This unexpected big success reassures us that we are doing a good job as 
an association and that podiatry is getting acknowledge as an essential health Care profession. 

In 2018 we will also focus on digitalisation and how this affects the profession. Not only the General Data 
Protection Regulation but also the challenges that will come with the innovation through e-Health are
important dossiers to prepare and to follow.

The further professionalisation of our 
association is on our agenda for 2018. With 
a growing number of members and a better 
recognition of our profession by other 
health care professionals, it is key that we 
strengthen our internal structures.
Moreover, at our next Annual General 
Meeting in March we will elect new board 
members and present some new
networking opportunities for our members.
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APMA Launches Redesigned Website The American Podiatric Medical Association has redesigned its website, 
www.apma.org. With a state-of-the-art search function and updated navigation based on user research, the 
website is designed to provide an intuitive experience for members and the public. Podiatrists whose practice 
websites link to content on the APMA website should update those links. 

The 2018 APMA Annual Scientific Meeting takes place in the US capital, July 12–15. This year’s meeting
promises something for every podiatrist, with content covering every specialty area and practice type. Enjoy 
hands-on workshops, specialized content from APMA’s affiliate organizations, a student quiz bowl, and
unparalleled networking. Registration for the 2018 meeting opens in January at www.apma.org/thenational. 

CANADA – CANADIAN PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

USA - AMERICAN PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

Greetings from Canada!

The podiatry profession continues to evolve in Canada. Our profession is regulated province by province, 
consequently there are several parallel efforts underway. 

In Ontario, considerable effort is being spent on trying to get the cap on new DPMs coming into the province 
removed. In a number of provinces, the profession is examining what a competency based framework for 
podiatry will look like. Will the profession distinguish between primary care and tertiary care (surgical) podia-
try? These are big questions and we are looking to other FIP-IFP members who may be undergoing similar 
reflections for exemplars and input.

We continue to grow our membership and strengthen the profession in Canada and continue our efforts in 
Government Relations and liaising with the Insurance Industry - both public and private.

In the fall, the Annual General Meeting was held in conjunction with the Ontario Podiatric Medical Association 
and Canadian Podiatry Conferences. Significantly, our bylaws were altered to create the framework for a big 
tent to include all podiatrists and chiropodists. This lays the groundwork for future integration of the entire 
profession - chiropody and podiatry.

In addition to the conference in Ontario during October, a Western meeting was hosted by the British Columbia 
Podiatric Medical Association and Region 7 (which incorporates some of the North Western US States) in 
November.

We welcome Podiatrists from other countries to attend any of our conferences. And look forward to continued 
exchange of information with all of our fellow FIP-IFP members.



FIP-IFP Country Update
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UK – COLLEGE OF PODIATRY

2017 College of Podiatry Conference
The College of Podiatry’s conference, held 16-18 November in Liverpool, was a great success, with over 1,500 
podiatrists, 100 speakers and 70 exhibitors in attendance. 

Broadcaster Professor Alice Roberts was our first keynote speaker, with a captivating presentation on ‘Two legs 
good…?’ where she discussed how man evolved to walk on two feet. Alice set a particularly upbeat tone for the 
conference, which continued with inspirational talks from the plenary and concurrent speakers, including Susan 
Nancarrow, who spoke about creating an agile workforce for the 21st Century and Professor Chris Nestor, who’s 
talk ‘Keep moving – don’t look back that’s not where we are going’ focussed on moving the profession of 
podiatry forward.

Delegates were also able to peruse the huge range of podiatry products and services available in the exhibition 
hall.  

To round off each of the first two days the social events included a welcome wine reception, quiz night, student 
night and the Conference Dinner, held at Anfield, the home of Liverpool football club.

This year’s conference will be at the Bournemouth International Centre on 22–24 November.

For more information please visit http://www.podiatryconference.org




